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- 1SSUES AND OBJECTIVES POR THE GANDHI VISIT

. The Department recommends that the following principal
issues be addressed during the President's July 29 meeting with
Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. Proposed U.S. objectives
accompany each-issue. - S L
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- Objective: To demonstrate our interest in developing a
more constructive relationship with a country important to U.S«.

regional security CONCeINB.. .. ... ... ... e oo B

- India's size, military muscle, industrial pover, and
political stability give it the capability of taking actions
which can significantly influence U.S. interests in '
South/Southwest Asia. We can promote our objectives by taking

]

s

T “bring about greater Indian recognition that there can be -

_.when these do not conflict seriously with our own. We want to

- significant benefits to them from a-more-forthcoming approach

=s-====--toward the United States. In this regard, we want to-reiterate -

earlier assurances that U.S.  military aid to Pakistan is not __ .
directed agajinst India, and to convince Hrs. Gandhi that the

- = 7U.S. recognizes the impo!tance:oﬁfgggogtasﬁc‘Tﬂdtafﬁﬂa~doaires'

J— ——

to expand the extensive, long ters basis for collaboration in

such fields as trade, technology tramsfer, space and

agriculture. A heightening of the rapport the President
-established with Mrs. Gandhi at Cancun can significantly - -

.. .contribute to these efforts. = = - -

2. Issue: South and sbuthwest Asian Regional Security

Objective: To stimulate further reevaluation of Indian
olices in—the-reqion at-a 3

viets more
forthrightly to withdraw from Afgban1stan.~~A-w~4m— PR :

e PO o

The far-reaching developments in their region in recent
years have challenged long-standing tenets of Indian foreign
policy and led them to search for new approaches, While she

- differs with our Afghanistan policy, Mrs. Gandhi is
increasingly troubled by the continued Soviet occupation, most
importantly because she recognizes that it contributes to major ..

regional changes inimical to Indian interests: ‘Mrs. Gandhi's— —
displeasure over apparent Soviet indifference to Indian

concerns is an opportunity for us to influence her to step up
Indian pressure for a Soviet withdrawal. We alsp want to
" encourage India’to pursue other approaches which. can-promote
regional atability;~especia11y-a-resumedfandeb:oadened,dialoguc
with Pakistan, and avoidance of a South égian.nuc}ea: arms race.
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‘1. 1Issue<--Shared-Mutual-Interest§ and Confidence "= ™= — .

time-of -ma’jor—change,-andin — — —— -

into account India's concerns in theé subcontinient and elsewhere — '~
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e . . 3. 1Issue:. Major power relationships and the
international scene : . Sl e : .
| L Objectivé{;_Tdvfuéiher ouf:iongetefﬁ g&éi of a more
v smmeemmee  -—-Dalanced lndlan_relationship with the major powers through ~— —— " -

T - candid discussions~of;majp: foreign -policy issues. --.

- > Some distancing in India‘s relationship with the Soviets
and} its willingness to negotiate with China over their borxder
dggpute indicate that India‘’s major power relations may be -
evolving in directions potentially useful to us. A candid
— exchange of foreign policy views can contribute to our eventual .
goal of a more balanced Indian approach. It can also help
further reduce Indian misperceptions of the broad objectives of

- -47,5, policy. ~We should not-expect any immediate, discernible- ——. ..

;;:_naghange in stated Indian views, however.... ... - e - g m e
S = . e [ . T T . — i .
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S _ 4. Issue: f:leidatiéﬁéfrgéoﬁgiféwitdsléms S

o omee . _Objective: To reassure India of our commitment to éﬁ%goft_%ﬁ
economic development, in the context of broader U.S. policiea.

6 T - Both as a leader of the Third World apd_ads. a major .
T recipient of concessional assistacs>, India is concerned—ahale——
- U.S. policies toward IDA and other international economic
institutions are detrimental to LDC interests.  Indian.
- officials interpret our approach as a sign of U.S. :
~—=—= {ndifference, or worse, to India and fear that stagnation in-
- aid will undermine the positive but politically risky stepa
. = they are taking to open up the Indian economy, such as allowing _
C a greater role for the private sector.--The improvemeat in ~— .=

Indjia's business climate as well as its moderation on global

. @CONOMiC i88ues offer new possibjilikies.for mutually beneficial =

-+ cooperation., o — e
'~ 5. 1ssue: Nuclear Supply R |

s - Objectives— To review progress-made-toward.r
Tarapur controversy and, 1f possible, to announce its amlicable
settlement. , )

Although extensive consultation and possible Iegislative

esolmin—;the:_ww,mf

et action remain-to be carried out, there is now scme prospect .- .- -
s that an understanding can be reached with-the-Indians-on-the - .-

_Tarapur nuclear supply issue. Announcement during Mrs. . _.
“"Gandhi's stay here of a settlement of this issue; long the most =
vexing in our bilateral relations, wqu}§h§qp§paggia1{y hg}p in

I.T .ensuring the success of the visit. - e v s <y arne o
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